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ENLARGED TERRITORY

by Dr Aku Kwamie

The story of Jabez shows up in an unexpected place. The beginning of

the Book of Chronicles is not a passage of the Bible where we spend

much time: it’s a list of family trees with hard-to-pronounce names.

But hidden here is a short and strange story about an honourable man.

Jabez, from the tribe of Judah, was so named because his mother bore

him in sorrow. We don’t know precisely what the weight of her

sorrows were, but it was enough for her to denote the baby’s nature as

such: Jabez sounds like the Hebrew word for pain. Yet despite this

pain and sorrow, Jabez had grown up to be honourable, more so than

any of his family. This honour was enough for the scribe of this book to

pause and tell us. 

Jabez’ honour was linked to his capacity to pray. He certainly trusted

God enough that he knew he could cry out to God for a blessing that

could break through the pain. Jabez prayed in the way of his

forefather Jacob, who, at the beginning of his journey vowed, “If God

will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give

me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my

father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God” (Genesis

28:20-21).

And Jabez called on the God
of Israel, saying, Oh that
Thou wouldest bless me
indeed, and enlarge my

coast, and that Thine hand
might be with me, and that
Thou wouldest keep me
from evil, that it may not

grieve me. And God granted
him that which he requested. 

 
[1 Chronicles 4:10]
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Jabez, despite a lifetime of pain, understood

something about God: that His prosperity for us is

always tied to the land that He gives us. This land is

not just physical or geographical; the land represents

the prophetic promises that God covenants to give

His people. Jabez knew that there was promise for

him through Abraham: “Lift up now thine eyes, and

look from the place where thou are northward, and

southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the

land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy

seed forever” (Genesis 13:14-15). This prosperity was

beyond Jabez’ mother’s own pain. It was greater than

what Jabez had lived up until that point. Our

spiritual promises always transcend our earthly

realities. It's just that frequently we miss the keys to

unlock them. Prayer is that key.  

What’s most amazing about this story is that God

grants Jabez his request. When we ask God to take us

beyond our limits, He will prosper us. God wants us to

have faith enough to believe that regardless of the

pain or the shame we’ve been through, the

disappointment or the challenges, that He seeks our

good and delights in giving us the land. 

Elsewhere, God Himself tells us to sing, those of us

who’ve been wounded by life; that we need to do the

work of enlarging the place of our tents where we’ve

been camped out for too long; that it's time to

stretch and reinforce our moorings, because it’s the

season of our breaking forth on all sides – the

deserted places of our lives are about to be filled, and

we will forget our sorrows (Isaiah 54:1-4). 

PRAY THIS: Lord, as I set out early this year,

bless me beyond my burdens. Take me into

ways of thinking that I've never had before. Let

the mercies in Your hand rest upon my life. Keep

me from all harm. You will cause me to forget

yesterday's sorrows. Amen.

KNOW THIS: Jesus is the man who is acquainted

with grief, who carried our sorrows, who was

pierced for our transgressions, who was bruised

for our iniquities; and by His wounds, we are

healed. 

JOIN US: We want to see you!  

FOLLOW US: on Instagram and Twitter:

aku_kwamie

God richly bless you.

In fact, what Jabez discerned was that his destiny

was prosperity, and not sorrow. The Hebrew word

used for 'honourable' is the same word used for

'weighty', 'heavy', and 'glory'. In other words, Jabez

believed that his true identity was to be blessed in

God, and not bound by familial curses. And he

wrestled it out in prayer - He cried to God for it. In

this season, can you believe that you are more than

what life has told you you are? Can you see the

vastness of the spiritual inheritance that belongs to

you? And can you go to God for it in prayer? He did it

for Jabez, and He wants to do it for you. 


