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Prosperity of the wicked

OUR YEAR OF PROSPERITY

by Dr Aku Kwamie

Every year at Potter's Family Chapel, a prophetic word is released to us

through the servant of God, Prophet Alex Armstrong. How exciting and

controversial, then, that the word given for 2023 is prosperity. This is a

word that is has become extremely misunderstood – especially as it

relates to the contemporary church. So it’s exciting that we’ll have the

opportunity to gain a clearer, Biblical understanding of exactly what

God has said about prospering His people, through the preaching and

teaching that will feed our spirits this year. It’s equally amazing that at

a time when there is so much global strife in economies and financing

systems, the Lord reminds us that it is He who grants the power to get

wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18), and His blessing makes rich and adds no

sorrow (Proverbs 10:22).  

So what exactly is prosperity? Typically, it refers to the state of being

prosperous. We most often understand prosperity to mean success,

particularly material success, but this is a limited view. The fullness of

Biblical prosperity refers to the flourishing and wellness of soul that

results as an outflow of being blessed by the God who is the source of

all blessedness. Prosperity is first and foremost spiritual; from there it

can take on physical or financial dimensions. God delights in the

prosperity of His people. Jesus Himself declares that He came to give

us abundant life. In 2023, may you prosper, even as your soul prospers.

When I tried to understand
all this,

it troubled me deeply 
till I entered the sanctuary of

God;
then I understood their final

destiny. 
 

[Psalm 73:16-17]
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PROSPERITY OF THE
WICKED?
I had nearly lost my foothold. For I envied

the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of

the wicked.

Why does God allow the wicked to prosper? 

This question is as old as humanity. In the oldest book

in the Bible, likely written during the 6th century BC,

Job asks the same. Job would have known something

about this. Being very wealthy and exceedingly God-

fearing, when calamity struck from out of the blue,

this was one of the questions Job demanded God to

answer. In a day, Job lost all of the things that made

him prosperous: his multiple flocks, his children, his

health, and his esteemed position in society. Up until

that point, Job had been known as ‘the greatest man

among all the people of the East’. 

Job cries out, “Why do the wicked live on, growing old

and increasing in power? They see their children

established before their eyes. Their homes are safe

and free from fear; the rod of God is not on them.”

(Job 21:7-9). Job somewhat answers his own question

by admitting that the prosperity of the wicked is not

in their own hands. Later, when the LORD speaks to

Job from out of the whirlwind, He doesn’t so much

address the charges that Job lays against Him, as He

counter-asks Job to explain to Him the mysteries of

creation. Job confesses that he’s unable to know the

depths of God’s wisdom. So we too don’t fully

comprehend the intricacies of divine justice. 

Many years later, the psalmist raises the same

misgivings. In Psalm 73, during the time of King

David, Asaph writes of the prosperous that they don’t

struggle or face the same daily burdens the rest of us

do. Rather, they become puffed up with pride,

violence and oppression become their garments, and

they make themselves as gods to be worshipped.

Asaph’s issue doesn’t end at his observing the

wicked. He also observes himself, and wonders if his

own righteousness has been in vain. He is deeply

grieved and embittered by the whole matter. But

then he goes to church. Asaph enters the sanctuary

of God and steps into His Presence, and is reminded

once more of God’s sovereignty over everything.

Ultimately, God’s reward is with Him; those who are

far from Him do perish. 

What are we to make of all this? We look at the world

and our own lives and complain that things aren't

fair. This complaint attacks our faith. The crooked

and the lazy seem to get ahead, and bad things keep

happening to good people. 

But in His sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us that

we should be like our Father in heaven, who causes

His sun to rise on both the evil and the good, and 
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sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous

(Matthew 5:45). This is telling. First, we see that the

God of creation allows the wicked and the good to

benefit from both sun and rain. We’ll all meet sunny

days, and we’ll all meet rainy days. Secondly, the

effects of nature are not qualified, meaning that we

might assume that sunny days are always good, and

rainy days always bad, but sometimes too much sun

can lead to parching and dryness; rain after a drought

brings much refreshment.

So we need a longer term perspective. Proverbs 27:24

decrees that “riches do not endure forever, and a

crown is not secure for all generations”. What’s more

instructive is Jesus’ own words in the same sermon on

the Mount where He explains, “Do not store up for

yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and

vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

moths and vermin do not destroy, and thieves do not

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). How do we

store up riches in heaven? In verse 33, Jesus says, “But

seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness, and

all these things will be added unto you”. What things?

The security of knowing that your Heavenly Father

knows the material things you need and He will

provide them, for He values you more than the

creatures of the earth who He also cares for in their

food and cover. Why is this a faith issue? Because we

are invited to believe in God. Faith is “the substance of

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Maybe you haven’t yet seen what you’ve been trusting

God for to come to pass, you haven’t reached the

success you're aiming for, or you don’t know how

you’re going to pay those bills – BUT, can you believe

that God will supply all of your needs according to His

riches in glory? This is the crux of the matter.

Jesus also warns that it is impossible to serve two

masters. You can only ever be devoted to one.

Therefore, you cannot serve both God and mammon.

Mammon gets translated in our modern Bibles as

money, but more accurately, mammon is the spirit

that influences the ungodly acquisition of wealth. In

other words, when we see that the wicked are

prospering, we’re not seeing all there is to see. Let us

not be ignorant of the schemes of the devil: Satan   

PRAY THIS: In this new year, Lord prosper me in

every conceivable way. Amen.

KNOW THIS: Because He was rich, Jesus became

poor for your sake, that through His poverty you

might be rich. Jesus died on the cross for you

and took all of your sins upon Himself that you

might be restored to God and live eternally with

Him. 

JOIN US: Have a question? Need prayer? We

would love to hear from you. Visit us at

pfcgeneva.org for all the ways to get in touch

with us and join in with our weekly activities. 

FOLLOW US: on Instagram and Twitter:

aku_kwamie

God richly bless you.
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prospers people too. When people begin to worship

wealth in the place of worshipping the God who

grants the ability to get wealth, they’ve fallen into

idolatry – and this is a major sin.

What we also see, then, is that divine justice has less

to do with measures of material wealth in this

lifetime, and more to do with a life consecrated in

obedience to God. When the rich young ruler came to

Jesus to ask what he must to attain eternal life, Jesus

told him to get rid of all his riches and come follow

Him, not because the riches themselves are bad, but

because Jesus was testing where this man's heart

really was. The man couldn’t part with his wealth.

Jesus teaches that for many who are self-reliant and

value their riches more than their closeness to God, it

will be difficult for them to enter into heaven,

because the way in is through Jesus: He is the Way,

the Truth and the Life. And when we read the

Revelation accounts of eternity, we see that the

beauty, splendour and majesty exceeds any riches

ever known on the earth. 

Why do the wicked prosper? Many reasons, but none

are the point. Asaph's concludes for us: we must let

God be our counsel, and afterward, take us into His

glory. Where are your riches currently stored?  


