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Waiting in the dark

WHAT ANNA KNEW

by Dr Aku Kwamie

It’s remarkable that a very old widow gets named in the story of Jesus’

birth. The prophetess Anna devoted more than sixty years of her life

waiting on God in His holy temple. After she was widowed at an early

age (likely in her early twenties), Anna never remarried. Bible scholars

indicate that in her youth Anna was probably very beautiful, as the

Bible takes pains to mention that she was from the tribe of Asher,

known for its stunning women. What did Anna know, to cause her to

offer herself as a living sacrifice, that she might come to know the

good, pleasing and perfect will of God?

The name Anna means favour, grace, beautiful. It’s the same name as

the Hebrew ‘Hannah’, another woman who waited on the Lord. We see

these two women book-end a long labour to birth God’s redemptive

plan for His people. Hannah waited through a long season of

disappointment before giving birth to the prophet Samuel in the time

when God had ceased giving prophecies and visions. Anna served God,

waiting to see the Messiah after her own personal crisis, in the 400-

year prophetic silence between Malachi and John the Baptist. These

women knew that those who wait on God shall not be ashamed, that

God is trustworthy to be waited upon, even in darkness. Their

confident patience was rewarded by God giving them fruit that went

beyond them to affect nations. Do you have faith to wait on God?

The people that walked in
darkness have seen a great
light: they that dwell in the

land of the shadow of death,
upon them hath the light

shined. 
 

[Isaiah 9:2]
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WAITING IN THE
DARK
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the

glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For,

behold, the darkness shall cover the

earth, and gross darkness the people: but

the LORD shall arise upon thee, and His

glory shall be seen upon thee.

[Isaiah 60:1-2]

Where I live, the days are getting shorter and colder.

The winds howl outside my window as they strip the

trees of their last leaves. Winter is coming, and with it,

the waning light. Darkness becomes pronounced.

This, too, is the season of Advent. Advent is from the

Latin ‘ad venire’, meaning to come, and it celebrates

the four Sundays in December before Christmas as a 

time of meditating on the birth of the Christ – His first

coming - while waiting for His second. This waiting

takes place in the darkness of the winter season, but

also, the darkness of the world’s season. Advent is a

time of lament.

My favourite Christmas hymnal is 'O Come, O Come,

Immanuel'. It’s Victorian, dirge-like, haunting, and

funereal. The first verse sets its tone:

O come, O come, Immanuel

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice: Immanuel shall come to thee, O

Israel.

Behind the sorrow, there's a mystery: who is

Immanuel? Why is Israel captured? How long will

Israel have to wait? And will Immanuel ever come? 

The song is set in the time when the children of Israel   
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have been sent into exile in Babylon for their

disobedience. The prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah,

among others, had been sent to warn Israel of this

coming judgment. But the nation refused to listen,

and continued in their sin. What were their sins?

Injustice (oppressions, corruptions, and abuses that

marred society), immorality (perversions that tainted

personal relationships), and idolatry (the veneration

of other things in the place of God). This was the

darkest time in Israel’s history. But it also sounds

familiar to us, as the times we’re living in aren’t so

different. Injustice and immorality of every kind are

rife within and between nations. And we’ve made

idols out of everything. Idols aren’t just what we think

they are – the graven images used by ‘primitive tribes’:  

they’re our jobs, our kids, our statuses, our holidays,

our money, our traditions, our identities – whatever

we are devoted to first in our lives that takes the

place of God. 

This was the darkness that the child who was

prophesied to come and save humanity was born into:

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and

the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His

name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of

Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). The world Jesus was born into was

so dark that his father Joseph wasn’t even given

shelter in his own hometown when his wife went into

labour. But the prophet said, “Therefore the Lord

Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name

Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Immanuel means 'God with

us'. 

God had to intervene into humanity because sin

disables us from saving ourselves. Sin is a fatal wound.

God entered this darkness because He loves us too

much to watch us destroy ourselves through

ignorance and willfulness.  God is with us to free us

from our captivity to sin, and heal us from the

mourning in lonely exile that our souls, separated

from their Creator, cry out against. In short, Jesus

came to save us from darkness. The Hebrew word for

darkness – ‘chosek’ – signifies misery, destruction,

death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness, obscurity,

disorder, confusion and uncertainty.

 

PRAY THIS: Father, in the name of Jesus, help

me to walk according to the True Light that is

Christ. May I not only be a recipient of His light,

but may I share that light through the Gospel. I

am a city set upon a hill. Amen.

KNOW THIS: When Eden is restored and we live

with God again, there'll be no more night. No

sun, no lamps will be needed, because God will

be our light. Darkness will be banished forever.  

JOIN US: You belong to the day, you are children

of the light. Have a question? Need prayer? We

would love to hear from you. Visit us at

pfcgeneva.org for all the ways to get in touch

with us and join in with our weekly activities. 

God bless you.
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Jesus comes into the darkness as light because He is

light, in source and substance: “That was the true

Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the

world. He was in the world, and the world was made

by Him, and world knew Him not” (John 1:9-10).

Elsewhere, Jesus Himself speaks to the people and

confirms, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows

Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light

of life” (John 8:12). To walk in darkness is to continue

in sin, to remain in the condition of chaos, confusion

and being deceived. 

Two things to note about light: first, light is self-

evidencing, meaning that where it is, you know – no

matter how small or how far away. Second, light is

discovering, meaning it shows you how things truly

are. Light casts away shadows and brings

illumination.

In Jesus, you cross over from the kingdom of darkness

into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13). You now

become hidden in Him (Colossians 3:3-4). And here's

another mystery: you are hidden not in darkness but

in His light. So this season, while you wait for Jesus'

second coming, you wait in eager expectation, in but

not of the darkness of this age. Selah.  


