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The courage of faith

THE LORD IS DOING A NEW THING

by Dr Aku Kwamie

Near the Mission House, there's a river. Two in fact. The Rhone flows

out of Lac Leman and is fast-moving and crystal clear. The Arve wends

its way down from the local glaciers and is slow and full of silt. Where

they converge is a place of beauty and instruction.

The keen observer will notice that while the two rivers meet, they

don't do so in an equal way. One might expect that the cloudy waters

of the Arve would muddy the clear waters of the Rhone, but this isn't

what happens. The Rhone in fact seems to 'wash' the Arve - so much

so that downstream from where they meet, the river is called Rhone,

and not Arve at all. The murky character of the Arve seems to

disappear once it meets the Rhone.

Something similar happens to us when we meet Jesus. No matter the

dirt that our lives have picked up - the sins that we've committed

while we've lived lives apart from God, or the sins that were

committed against us - when we are willing to be cleansed by Him, He

is always willing to heal us and make us whole. When the leper asked

Jesus if He was willing to heal him, Jesus reached out to touch him,

and answered, "I will." When God reaches out to touch our lives, our

filthiness never takes away from His holiness. Rather, He imparts His

righteousness to us. His power and purposes make us new. 

Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the LORD, and
whose hope the LORD is.
For he shall be as a tree
planted by the waters, and

that spreadeth out her roots
by the river, and shall not

see when heat cometh, but
her leaf shall be green; and
shall not be careful in the

year of drought, neither shall
cease from yielding fruit.

[Jeremiah 17:7-8]
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GOD LETS US RECKON WITH THE
IMPOSSIBLE SO THAT WE CAN HAVE

AN ENCOUNTER WITH HIM.

THE COURAGE OF
FAITH
Why is it so hard to believe?

In the Book of Joshua, we find a people camped out

on the banks of impossibility. The one who led them

to that place is no more, and they are about to step

into a new identity. Until that point, the children of

Israel had been slaves in Egypt, then rootless

wanderers in the wilderness for 40 years. They were

now poised to step into the promises of God. There

was just one problem: a flooded river stood between

them and their destiny.

Have you ever wanted to believe that God has a good

plan for you, but everything you are facing makes it

seem impossible? 

You can’t find the bridge, and you don’t have the

money or the contacts or the know-how to cross over.

But Joshua received strange instructions from God:

Arise, go over this Jordan [Joshua 1:2]. In other words,

get up and cross this impossible, impassable,

intimidating Jordan that you know you cannot cross

naturally. It is this very Jordan the LORD calls you

over.

Why does God call us towards what seems

impossible? It’s because His promise is achieved only

through faith. God’s promise was given to Abraham in

faith, therefore it must be received by his

descendants in faith. We become spiritual

descendants of Abraham when we believe in Jesus, by

faith.

God lets us reckon with the impossible so that we can

have an encounter with Him. The Israelites had only

heard of what the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

had done for their ancestors. This generation was too 
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young to remember the crossing at the Red Sea. They

needed a personal experience with God's divine

power. Jesus Himself teaches that "the things which

are impossible with men are possible with God" [Luke

18:27].

In the face of the impossible, God tells Joshua three

times to be strong and have a good courage. God

repeats this command because He knows our human

frailty, that when serious challenges come, we

struggle to keep it together. God knows that it takes

three types of strength to step into the flooded

waters. First, it takes a strength to believe. Simply

put, it takes courage to have faith. Whereas the world

teaches that 'seeing is believing', the Biblical

definition of faith is 'the substance of things hoped

for, the evidence of things not seen' [Hebrews 11:1]. It

is hard for us to believe, because we want to see the

solution before we step into it. We expect God to

work according to our own logic. But God is Spirit, He

is not subject to the natural world He created. His

ways are not our ways, nor are His thoughts our

thoughts. Faith is not about seeing; faith comes by

hearing, and hearing, by the word of God [Romans

10:17]. Have you heard what God has said about you?

You need to consult His Holy Word. Strength to

believe is the willingness to trust that the invisible

God does exist: Hebrews 11:6 says that 'without faith it

is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to

God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder

of them that diligently seek Him.' Believe that what

God is telling you is the truth. 

Second, it takes a strength to fight. Spiritual

promises come with spiritual warfare. You need

strength to fight the good fight of faith, because the

battle is long and calls for perseverance. To persevere

means to carry on when there is no indication of

progress or success. You need to believe that the

battle is the LORD's and that you are already

victorious through what Jesus achieved on the cross. 

Third, it takes a strength to obey. What God will ask

you to do won't make sense to your intellect. God

uses the foolish things of the world to confound the

wise [1 Corinthians 1:27]. But mainly, He's training you

to work out your faith. Facing the impossible, your

faith will either die or get you over. Obey God not  

PRAY THIS: Lord, when I go through the rivers,

You are there. You won't let me drown. Increase

my faith, and help me to trust in Your plans for

my life. Amen.

KNOW THIS: We access the promises of God only

through the Son, Jesus. He alone is the door

through which our status in God changes [John

10:7].  

JOIN US: Unsure of which side of the gate you're

on? Don't belong to a church family? Have a

question? Need prayer? We would love to hear

from you. Visit us at pfcgeneva.org for all the

ways to get in touch with us and join in with our

weekly activities. 

God bless you.
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because He forces you (He doesn't), but because He's

the only One who knows what's on the other side of

the river.

We read a miracle as Joshua obeys. As soon as the

Levite priests who were carrying the Ark of the

Covenant stepped into the Jordan, according to the

Word of the LORD, the waters were split open, and

millions of people, including the elderly, women with

their babies, and livestock and carts, crossed over on

the dry riverbed. The river only opened once the ones

under the presence of God dipped their feet into what

was impossible.  

In this season, God is challenging you to trust Him in a

new way. You are before an impossibility the likes of

which you've never seen precisely because God wants

to show you that His arm is not short to save. In fact,

the name Joshua (Yeshua in Hebrew) means 'Jehovah

saves'. The same name transliterated into Greek is

Jesus.  

Let that impossible situation stretch your faith until

you see God, whom you are trusting, make a way

where there seems to be no way.   


